= soclol aspect of gelling to see the communi-
oy friends.”

Ms. Lamba, 34, sald there are only two

. other Sikh families tn Glen Head, where she

has lived for the last 19 years, so she places

. Breal value in bedng able to come to a place

', s where she can be Just cne of many. Here, the

“Women's colorful tunles &nd head shawls do

net stand out; nor do the men's turbans or

;B2 boys’ patkas — & head covering gath-

o

’
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LIPA IS STILL HUNGRY .
--A guarded outlook for
the summer and a plea
for aggressive actiont
in coming years. 2

A SAG HARBOR WRITER
Hofstra is marking the
centennial of John

Steinbeck’s birt.h.‘ 14
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In populatton from 17,523 in 1890 to 34,333 In
2000, according to the 2000 census. Aslan
Indlans, who Include Stkhs, Hindus, Muslims
and Christians, are now the largest Asian
Broup oo Lang Island, followed by the Chi-
oese and the Koreans.

These Aslon groups have grown encugh In
recent years to support thelr own supermar-
kets, language schools, churches, temples
and mosques on Long Island, making the

weekly (rips that many familtes used (o
make to ethnic enclaves In Queens unnaces.
sary. Many members ol Uwkese Aslan groups
say the best resloucants and speclally
stores still lle wesl of Nassay County, and
Ues Lo places ke Little Indla tn Jackson -

not yel been severed. But the Aslan commu-
nitles on Long Island are well on their way
toward sell-sufliciency.

Many of the Island's Asian familles (irs!
sellled in the ethnic enclaves in Queens and,
following a time-honored patiern, migraled
to Long Island In search of the suburban
Ideal — a single-famlly home, & paich of
lawa and beller public schools.

“When we initially come (o settle In this
ceuniry, owost go (o the city where they can

the week, everybody Is busy,” he said. “BEY
an the weekend, we can all come together
bere o3 a cammunity.”

The larges) cancenirations of Indians on
the Island sre (n Elmomt, Hicksyllle, Rast
Meadow and North New Hyde Park. In the
Herricks school district, which bas seen a
large influx of Indlan end Korean lomiles,
the Aslon population In the high school went
from 5.5 percent kn 1885 to more than 38

Continued on Page 7

Parents Fear: A Monster in the Playgroﬁ_nd

By JOAN SWIRSKY

MINEOLA
ATHY RICHARDSON, a Carle
Place resident, was picking up her

4-year-old san, Danny, trom & day

care cenler o Minecla last No-

vember when she saw a nolice saying Lhe
E.P.A. planned to drill next door,

“'When 1 went oulside, | noticed drilling

equipment in the parking kot next door and [

called the Departmem of Health the next

day 1o ask them If the playground and the -

drinking water was safe,”” Ms. Richardson
sald. “A representative visited the site with-
In days. He to}d me thal the D.O.H. had no
record of a day cars cenler even belng
there. But be immedistely arranged (or the
&lr to be tested and called the Environmen-
tal Protection Agency.”

Word quickly spread thst the day cere
ocenter was adjacent to an active Superfund
toxic waste site. Now an oulraged group of
parents wants to find out why they were not
notlfied two years earller, when the site was
placed an tbe Supectund list.

Ms. Richardson, 37 and divorced, sald her

son Is enll going 10 the day care center -

“because he bas a wonderful male teacher
who acts 2s a rols model. And, also, [ fee)
candideat thal ibe sir Is belter now and that

the suthorilies are getting the prabiem

solved.”

Bul many other parents have withdrawn
thelr children. ""We have lbost almast balf our
enroliment,” Libby Barland, vice president
for mnrkellag a1 Tutor Time's corporata
headquarters in Boca Raton, Flz, said of
the Mineola site. ““Presently we have Jess
than 109 children earalled.”

Lesife McCarthy, a Wesibury resident
who withdrew her 3-year-old son, Kevip, and
17-mosuh-ald davghter, Grace, from Tutor
Time after the news spread, sald she had
been tald that enrolimest was dowa to 40
from nearly full capecity in Seplember. Tha
echoal is licensed to serve 212 children.

"“My children had constant upper-respira-
tory conditions when they were at Tutor
Time, and Grace ended up twice In the
emergency room,"” sald Mrs, McCarthy, ¢,
an assistani director a! the Goddard Insil-
tute for Space Studies i Manhsiten, She
sald a group of parears met n February
with federal, stale and Jocal health officials,
“but there’s stlll a lot of anger."”

“People lase pallgnce quickly when they
don’) get the answers they want and need,”
she sajd.

Siephanie A. Sokenls, 33, who lives In
Hicksville and waorks In Jericho, sald she
transferred her 3-year-oid son, Michael, to
another day care center, “'[ was incredibly
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EMROLLMENT plinged at Tutor Time, a day care centerin Mineola, after parents learned -+

itmnmma!nxscwamaih.H:nywmlmknovwhyﬂwym’lbld»on:r.

Uvld that [ never got a call fram Tulor Tirve
telling me thal they knew abaut the toxte
slle,” she sald .
The Mineola cenler is localed st 80 Her
ricks Rosd, nexi to the slte of the former

Jackson Steel Company, which manufss.
tured metal forms from 1977 umil) 1961, -
Byprodocts of the degressers used to clean
the melals — tetrachioroethylene, perchlo-
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foelbylene and drichlorgsthylene —

‘eomiamingted the soll end gromd-

wgler, The chemicaly have been
Bnked o cancer In some sludies, and
l'!a ledera) Deperiment of Hesith
and Human Services flsis them as
faving the potentlal lor cousle
acute and chroriic neurological
peiminary prublems, kidacy sad (iv-
dr dtpease and iImmune eystem prob-

fpms
o Between 1979 and 1606, privels and

Sunty heslth deparimem Inspec-

ns (dund mrultiple cantaminants in
seil. bn 1099, the il was

dh the E.PA's national priariy list

of poltutod sHes, and In 2000 H be-

dete ¢ Cless 2 federal Superfund
Rich Cehill, 8 spohesmen a) Lhe

P.A office th New York City, sald

re were 15 Class 2 Superfund 6Xes
B Naszehrand 15 n Suifolk.

i Clans | denotes Lhe most severe
bier, el Waller Hang, president
Tan{cs Targeting. 8 ocomputer--

zaw ing company thal tracks toale:
Otes, said-no wite has ever been
#aced In that ealegory,
“The Juckwn Sicel sita cleasly fo
the place thel u.day care center
$hookd ever have been gitusied, or
anyplace (n the viclally,” Mr. Hang
®id. *"This cealar (v rigt next taone
of the most toxic domip sles (n the

1 Bt onfy tbis month wos a sige
posted sutside the school identifying
Uhe property as 8 Scperfund slie. And
tigit barrels of taxic wasie reruain
In o tullding at the site, .
“The barrels thal remain al the
site wers left there for ua o sample
thelr contenls, to see what was in
them before: they were disposed of,™
Wr. Cahi!) said. "The barrely are
ready to be wmoved and we're now

. Brrimging ter (heir disposal”
.* The Tutor Time patens ave not

ones wlarmed, “I'm
b i) beumemymullym

the center.”

9. Bariand soMd ihe Mineola To-
tor Time was lasued a ceriificate al
ocaipancy when it opened In 1695
"with ro ewvironmental fssves com-
{ng up.” She gald Tutor TYme weus
noiified by the E.P.A; (n March 1001
of upcoming testing at ihe Jsckson
Steed sie, “'but most people dld nal
give it e second thought. It was never
deemed 8 concern or anything to
wafry sbout. When they did tesiing in
Novernbes, they siifl never totd us
lhere was a canceen of sgason o
wotry. We (ake direciion from Lhe
Departent of Femily Services ay
well ag the E.P.A. Bvenyame tolally
downplayed any air qualily fdsues.”

Mr. Van Slyke sold the day care
centet’s license was reneved last
Oclober “beceuse we wege sot

awere of the sir quailly {ssues unijl *

the following meonth.” He soid Tutor
Tire f8 sow complying with rlate
wndfederal mandales to monhor the
ely, "Dut [t Ue time vhould eome that
ey don't melmabn sngoing slr men-
Horing, we will ac! very swillly to
suspend (helr Uoense and prohibiy
them from opersling.” ’
Cywthia Brown, 8 spokeswoman
fat the Nassaa Courly Deperfiment
of Hemlih, ssid her department
“sterted o evaluaie new day care
siles In 1209 1o see | lbey were
edjecent to mny potenifal environ-
mea) huzsrds lke gss stallovs or
dry cleancrs.” Bul older siles; Mke
Tutet Time, swere not evalugted, she
aid. “Wheo we learoad of this (n
Navember, we began amisting the
E.PA. and state healkth departmen)

in contacting ihe sthool end parents |

and (aking elr samples.” .

Nicale Sefixer, community Involve-

meni coordinator al the E.P.A. office
i3 New Yerk Chy, safd the alr sam-
ples were below Lhe stale heakth de-
patument’s l:::u. "hlhdue [T l::
sensiivity of xqum n ewposed,
the counly beslth depariment look
eddlitonsl tests (n mid:Decembes”
and found levels ¢f pérchloroethy-
fene, also Xnown 68 perc, (hat ex-
ceeded state Bmls by mare then 150
percent {pdlde Tlor Time,

By the end of January, the schocl

snd state and toce) sgencles had |

bstilied & new ventilallon and alr
filieation systern and 0 vacuim-ex-
traclion sysiem uader the building's
foundallon lo remave perc vepors.
Subsequent air (es{ing revesaled “a
significant reductien In contams-
mants (o fevels well below state lim-
fta* Ms, Brown said. More soll test-
ing was conducied in mid-February;
the resulis are expected (fis sreek.
Cleaning up toxic waste olles “ls &
alienlsh omeses'® e Selizar enld

Some pareﬁts
report mysterious
illnesses.

" The congresswomen, e registered
muse, sald thal when ker grandchil-
dren cllended Tulor Time, she used
o 8k her dacghier-In-law, 'Why are
the kide afways gerting sick?”

“] live on Leovig Jsland, where we
Bave high breast cancer and prodhate

" cancer rates, and pow a rige in feuke-

mia,” Mrs. McCoarthy sald “What
these agencies don't understand by
that pexcepiion is everything. Even it
they dan't have anything to hide, it's
getitng 10Jook thel way.” :

Gerard Maher, a New York City
firefigter, sdld he mel E.P.A. offi
clals 6i Tutor Time when they ware.
1esiing the &ir in February.

~1 asked (iem 1f ihe -alr wus safe
and they said yes,”" sald Mr_.Mgber,
50 1 ashed Lhem 40 put thels signe-

.. Parents’ Fear: A Monster in the Playground |

tures on paper soying It was 100 .

percent safe, but they woiildn't, They

seld, *We feed [t's safe,” so 1 told thern -

1 don't operate on feelings, I wast
t0rd date. Who will be responsible
for tracking these children or paying

- for thetr care If they get heafth cond!-

tions thal come Irom tds sited:*

He and his wide, Liss, Immedlately.

removed thelr S-yearold dsughter,
Gabrlelta, from the school,

*] want legisiafinn saying el e
regulalory agencles Nave fv work
together, coordinate thelr operaticns
and communicate with each other,”
Mr. Maher sald "“Before 0711, the
PB.1. and CLA, and D.EA. dida't
communleate at all with each other,
:r’l.raw (hey do and we're all better

Mrs."Carr sald: “These agencies

inew there wag & day cere center
najed indwmrial .
slie thal the governmént has bein |

nxt (o 8 i

Inveatigating for rmore than 10 years,
and they did nothing. They Seep talk-
Ing aboul. ‘miniewm risk levels® of
togins and chemicele, bt 1 say lo
them: Yhen I1's your ehSid, there (s
50 acceptabie minimum risk” - B

8 Futons/And Just Futons

3

B

e e e e s,

NO PAYMENTS, INTEREST F

BUY DIRECT & SAVE!
GRAND OPENING

429 NEW YORK AVEWUE
HUNTINGTON
431-471.8300

1500 MAIN STRETT
PORT JEFFELRSON

« 631-928-3051

CALL JOR MIAREST LOCATION

1-808-FUTON _J

Homg

what do you imagi

PO —AT —MHLI

CC T

Call for o Complivcnnon,
tr-hante deviga vonsaliain

1 * 509+ BY « DESIG)

S IIRRET]




A

£0°d W10l

wrk ln this ballding,” smd Staniey J.
Sanders, whose 1aw lirm, Sanders &
$anders, is next door to Tutor Time.
_Theomer immediate peighbors are a
pool hall, an electrenics store and a
restaursnt
« Mr. Sanders said the contaming.
non of the Jackson Steel property
fad long been iknown. in 1882, heala.,
Winthrop University Hospital cansids
ered buying the site. “But after it
coniducted major environmental
ftudies and found mexal dust and a
lume of pollnuen underneath the
ackson Steel Bujlding, they deeided

‘Dot to buy It,” he said

« “An abandoned corporation gums
e , and probably $3 million
Bt accumulared taxes haven't been
mcmn for more than 15 years,”
. Sanders said. ~Fleet Bank owns
fhe mortgage, but they won't fore-
close because they prodadly dont
wanz the regponsibility of cleaning it
wp."

=" (A spokeswoman for Fleet Bank in
Busmn wewld ncither confirm nor
deny that it held a mortgage on the
property.)

“The county and the village have
mwn abotit this for 15 years, and
{r's a shame they did nothing and
Aidn't assume the responsidility for
the cleanup,” Mr. Sanders added.
I They did nothing. But with their
Xnowledge of Jackson Steel, they
should have done more when the day
CRre center moved in.”

T U1 feel decetved Dy the govern-
ment agencies that kncw about this.”
Ms. Richardson said. “Until chings
Eet hot, thoy don’t seem to talk to
each other. Why didn't the agency
Inat gives out licenses for day care
;mgers kmow this was a Superfund
£ite?”

witilam C. Vu Slyke, 8 spokes-
man for the state Office of Children
‘and Family Services, the agency that
licenses day care cemters ourside
New York City, said: “We only
leamed about the Jackson Steel sits
In December from the siate health
depanment and we immediately de-
termined thar Tutor Time had deen
Informed of its exisience by the
€.PA. the previous March but falled
30 notify cur agency, which they're
JYequired to do. So we fined thewm $500
in January.”

« Mr. Cahill confirmed that his agen-

x:yfnednouceonhomesemmml- :

nation to Tutor Time is March 2001.
. But Ms. Bartand said: “We never
heard the words Jackson Steel until
November, when we were agvised to
Bend a note about the site to the

families, and we never heard the °

word Superfund wntl December.
There were no alarm bells.

! “We've been in touch with all the
agencies on 3 continual basis o
malee sure the environment was gafe
and there was no threat to any
chtld,” Ms, Barland continved, “The
EP.A. has not recomdhended closing

lromlheadmllnlmwy “Then
they vonished and never came
back.” she sald.

“I'm worrted about the long-term
effects of tiese poisons on my chid
and other children,” she added. “*The
government agencies and the-school
were either lax or they didn't want o
Eve mmm?lm&:ucgnuy
eeps talking about irst
andkmkesawﬂaa?bmdmmm
the tase. Concern for our kids wan

Parents question
who knew about
the toxic site and
when.

Bot thelr top prioriry.”

Kieran Crowley, a New York Pogt |

reparter who lives in Bellmore, ro-
moved hus daughter from the school
but has demanded that the stare test
allmeehlldmforllverandkw
function.

"l'herehnosctmeon!heselw-
els of exposure in children,” be gaid
*That’s the ivast the state could do
alter it concealed 50 much evidence
about this site for years.”

M3. Seftzer sald: “Parems have

every reason in the world to feel.

concerned and to want information.
We've ordered Tutor Time o clean
up heir convirvoment and we're
overseeing the process.”

That Is not good enough for Rep.
Carolyn McCarthy of Mineola, Leslie
MeCarty's mother-in-law.

"Pve-been working on getting an-
swers to this from the EPA. and
other agencla, ncarly dally, for a
year,” (e congresswoman sald,
“and | (esl we're getting stone-
WNw.thcy‘mnn«am

about the

mmoy'vehzenmsmndnmhy
oot being mare fordcoming ™
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